At Oakridge, we are passionate about instilling a love of reading. Did you know that
reading for pleasure is the single biggest indicator of a child’s future success? Even
something as simple as living in a home that is filled with books can help to establish
positive reading habits from an early age. At school, our mission is to get children
reading fluently as early as possible whilst also making sure they identify reading and
books as a source of joy and opportunity. However, we cannot do this alone. We need
your support to champion reading at home too. Even if reading isn’t your favourite thing,
we urge you to become the greatest actors in front of your children to pretend that it is.
Learn with them. Be curious together and get between the pages; it won’t bother them if
you stumble over a word or two. The important part is showing them what an open
mind looks like and inspiring an interest and a confidence in reading that will open
doorways for them in adult Llife.
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Please read on for everything you need to know about how we
encourage reading at home so that you can work with us to
support your child in becoming a confident child who reads.




Every child has a We LOVE to see We check and

reading diary to at least 5 entries stamp the
record their per week in the reading diaries

reading at home. reading diary. every Monday.

Each week, all At the end of
children who each half term,
have read at each class draws

least 5 times are a winner and

entered into a their prize is a

winners’ draw. book of their very

own choice.

If we notice that the children aren’t engaging with
reading at home, we ask them to come to a
reading club at lunch time. We don’t want reading
to ever feel like a punishment so the reading club
environment is cosy, calm and inviting with lots of
lovely books to choose from.

At the juniors, it is held in our hobbit hut on a
Wednesday and Thursday lunch time.




B@@ K“ YearR - year3

Reading Practice Book

Children in year R to 3 will have 2 different ‘types’ of book to read. This
is because as ‘early readers’ they likely still need to practise the skill of
reading and decoding separately to reading a book for pleasure.

As part of our phonics scheme, this means we like them to share a
reading practice book at home with you. This will be one they have
been Llearning to read in school and will include decodable words they
have been taught to sound out so they should be able to access the
book independently and read it aloud to you. By the time they are
reading it with you, they should be more fluent and very familiar with
it. This is intentional; the reading and re-reading helps them to develop
automaticity in reading, which is exactly what we want!

Reading for Pleasure Book

Now, the learning to read part is hard, so the second book they bring
home will be a ‘reading for pleasure book. This can be any book they
like, chosen from their classroom library that is appropriate for their
age and stage. However, it might not be a book they can access all by
themselves. The purpose of this book is to inspire a love of reading. The
focus should be on enjoying the book together, rather than expecting
your child to decode all the words. You might need to read it to them;

you might just look at the pictures and talk about what you can see.
For older children, it might be that they have chosen a chapter book
that is too tricky for them to read alone. As long as they have fun and

recognise the joy a book can bring, you’ll be doing the right thing!

(Please note, most
children will now
have their practice
book allocated
digitally.)

Here's a lovely early
chapter book by
popular children’s
author, Alex T. Smith
that | could share
with my grown-up
because the words
are a bit foo fricky.

WHAT'SIN MY
MY BOOK BAG?




A BIT MoRe 0 ReADING PRACTICS BOOKS,.

We are now going to be allocating your

child’s reading practice book on their

Collins ebook online account. .

This is not a decision taken lightly but H"t’i b
unfortunately we are losing too many

books, which is impacting how we are

running the reading practice sessions in

school.

The Collins ebook platform has been

updated to be much more user friendly, so

we hope you will find it easy to use at

home.

We appreciate it is vital for children to

experience ‘real’ books. This is why we will

be ensuring your child does bring home a

quality reading for pleasure book each Your child’s Login
week from their classroom library to share details for the
and enjoy with you. Collins Hub
Please be aware that if this book is not ebook platform
returned, they will not be permitted to are in their
borrow another one. - reading diary.

Logging in to the Collins ebook
platform

Access the collins ebook platform here: Download the app

device:
https://www.collinshub.co.uk/login on your cevice
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“ori
select ‘primary
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Once you are logged in, your
Use the login child should recognise the
details in your book they have been
child’s reading allocated that week in their
diary to login library.




PleASURE

There is a ‘borrow day’ once a week. As long as the children
have selected the book they would like to take home and put
it in the ‘borrow box’ by borrow day, it will be scanned out for
them to take home.
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They are only allowed to borrow one book at a time and will
not be permitted to scan out another one until they have
returned the old one.

Of course, we know that lots of children have plenty of books
at home or may visit the local library instead so they might
not want or need to borrow books from school. This is fine. As
long as they are reading regularly, that is all that matters!

Listening to audio
books can be a great
alternative. Remember
all the children have
access to ‘Sora’
another online
platform with lots of
digital books and
audio books to read
for pleasure.

Practical

reading of

recipes or

instructions is a

great way to

encourage
reading for a
real purpose.

Comic books or
graphic novels are
great, especially
for more reluctant
readers as the text
can be limited and
is supported by
illustrations.

Text is all around us.
Especially for early
readers, getting them
to take notice of
‘environmental print’
on road signs, on
cereal boxes, even
subtitles on the
television, it all still
counts as reading!
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We have another ebook platform as part of our subscription to the
Hampshire School Library Service. It is called ‘Sora.

) i ) ) 1000s of your
The children can access Sora using their Google login. favourite books

at the click of
Their username is: firstname.lastname@oakridgefed.co.uk 3 button!

Their password is now a QR code, which is stuck in the front of their reading
diary.

Unfortunately this does mean the device they are using will need to have a
camera function in order to detect the QR code.

The children know how this works because we use the QR codes at school to
work on the Chromebooks.

Can we use your general location
Access Sora by using this Llink to suggest schools near you?

Your general location is based on the city and zip code of your internet service provider
(1SP), which we detect based on your IP address. We never have access to your exact

https://soraapp.com/welcome '
You might be asked
er to search for your

school...

No, I'll search for my school

By downloading the Sora app

Let’s find your school.
School name, city, or zip
Q oakridge Schools|
Matching schools
Oakridge Schools Federation

Hampshire School Library Service

Basingstoke, Hampshire, United Kingdom

Sign into Oakridge Schools

Federation You'll then be asked ;W;::A;Z;:ire School Library Service
to sign in. This is the

part where you will
need your Google This will bring up all
email and your QR the schools covered
code by Hampshire SLS so
: you will need to find
Oakridge Federation
again!

Q Search within
Sign in using Oakridge Schools Federation

Q Search =
Once you're logged in, you’ll have
access to over 7000 ebooks and
nearly 2000 audio books.
Please note, it works like a library so
you can only borrow the books and
you might have to wait for them to
become available.




